



Scaffolded Reading

Activity 2        Detailed Reading     
Detailed Reading is a strategy developed by David Rose. The ideas presented here are taken from Reading to Learn Accelerating learning and closing the gap by David Rose (www.readingtolearn.com.au). 
The Detailed Reading strategy gives added support to learners when reading. Traditional teaching of reading follows an initiate - response cycle, where the teacher asks the question and the student responds. With the initiate – response cycle it is often the same confident students who answer the questions, and less confident students risk failure if they answer. In contrast, the scaffolded reading strategy offers more support to readers by preparing them to answer questions about the text. Sense of failure is minimised, and all students can answer the questions correctly. Ideally when teaching reading texts need to be selected that are just above the learner’s reading level, and this method of teaching reading supports the learner with difficult texts. Follow these steps when reading the text. 

Step 1   Read the text to the students first. 

Step 2   After reading the text through, re-read it sentence by sentence. Prepare the students for each sentence before you read it, by telling them what the sentence is about, or by giving the meaning of a word in commonsense terms that you want them to identify. 
You will need to prepare this activity before you do it in class. 

Have the words that you want to direct the students to already highlighted on your copy of the text. Have your questions written down as well. Use an A3 page and put the text on one side and your questions and elaborations on the other side.
This is how you could prepare learners for sentences 1 and 2:

Teacher: This first Chapter gives us some background to the Eureka Stockade event. In the first sentence the writer tells us when gold was found in Victoria. What year was it?
Student: 1851
Teacher: That’s right 1851. (You can elaborate here to make sure learners know when white European settlement started in Australia, where Ballarat is, to discuss the concept of a gold rush, gold rushes in other countries at the time, the effect of the gold rush on the Victorian economy)
Teacher: The next sentence tells us how many miners came to live near Ballarat. How many of them were there?

Student: thousands 

Teacher: That’s right. Then it tells us that the miners lived in the area near Ballarat. What word means the areas around Ballarat where they dug for gold?
Student: goldfields
Teacher: Good, that’s right, the goldfields. (Elaborate on the word goldfields – it is a metaphor that doesn’t really mean fields of gold, but the fields where miners looked for gold and lived. It’s a compound word, made up from two other words) 
Teacher: Chapter Two tells us what life was like on the goldfields. The first sentence tells us that life on the goldfields was hard. What words tells that life was not always pleasant?

Student: poor conditions

Teacher: Yes, that’s right. (Elaborate on poor conditions - conditions might mean it was cold in winter, hot in summer, there was no water at hand, no toilets and facilities for cleaning and cooking. We use the word poor to describe when living conditions are bad. The three words often go together ‘poor living conditions’.)
Continue like this until the text is completed.

This method is a more supportive alternative to the normal questions we might ask in class, such as: What does rebel mean? Where did the Eureka Stockade happen? What is a licence fee? The students are told where to look for the answers and are given the commonsense meanings of words before having to identify them. Usually it is the other way around – we ask the student to come up with the commonsense meaning, which is harder.

The method may seem long at first, but it is worthwhile using with low level learners or with particularly difficult texts at any level. You can apply the same technique to paragraphs rather than sentences with more advanced students, or when reading more simple texts.

Step 3    As you identify words and phrases ask the students to highlight them. The first two sentences will look like this after you have highlighted:

Gold was discovered in Victoria in 1851. Within three years thousands of goldminers lived on the goldfields near Ballarat.
Basically the content words are highlighted. These words can be used later for a writing activity, so it is useful to highlight while reading. Chapter two will look like this:
The goldminers lived in poor conditions on the goldfields. They lived in tents and there was no sanitation. The goldminers also had to pay a licence fee of thirty shillings before they could dig for gold. The miners did not have many rights, and without the right to vote they could not change their circumstances.
Step 4    Now students can read the text silently or in turns aloud.
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